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THE REIJVTIONSIIIVS HKTWKKN IIF.ADING AC IIIKVK- 
-vMENT. SM'.F-rONCKri. ANl) A(^Al)KMU; AHIM'IY OF 
MOBILE ANl) NON-MOHILK El.EMENTAHY SCIKX)!, 
STUDENTS ^ Ordor No. aOOl082 

ABJERCHOMUIE. Vlrglnlu McClulve. h^clA), Tho FlorkU SUito 
University. 1979. lODpp. Major Profooflor: ^NMt>orl [loose 

Thlf Bludy w*B deslgnoci to det«rmlno tli« relationship be- 
. tw^on reading achlovonienl luul seU-concept o( K<»ogiaphlcally 
mobile and iiui-niohllo studcuitB of approxlnii^ly rqual mental 
abilities and stKlo-econoinlc levels ii\ grades tliroo, four, and 
five In one school In Northwest J'lorlda, 

All students enrolled In grade's three, four, and five In one 
school were used as subjects (N 272). Tluee Ijistriuuonts 
w«re \^tlll7,ed t(» collect dati\ for the study. The OUgJ L.ennon 
Mental Ability Test, F^)rni J , was administered to all students 
to eipti^bllsh ability levels, and the California Ach ie vement 
Te»t, (CAT) 1970 Edition, Level 2 and Level 3, Form A , deter- 
\ mined readbig grade level equivalents. . The Plers-Harrls 
Children's Self-Concept Scale measured self- reported self- 
concept. 

The factor of student mobility wa« determined by deslgnat- ^ 
Ing as the mobile group those who had changed schools three 
or more times. 

The two groups, mobile and non-mobile In each grade, 
were dlvldecl Into three groups according to mental ability iis 
determined by the Otis-Lennon Mental Ability TesL The abil- 
ity groups were then divided Into above average, average, and 
below average groups according to the scores obtained on t^e 
Piere-Harrls Children's Self-Concept Scale . 

Means and standard deviations were computed and the t-- 
. teet for significance was employed to test tlte mean differ- 
ences between the mobile and non-mobile groups In all cate- 
forlee of ability and self-concept. Other comparisons of mean 
scores for reading achievement and self-concept were made 
** by MX according to grade level, ability, and mobility. Exam- 
inatlofis of mean reading scores and self-concept scores were 
made In search of patterns of decrease or Increase between 
and within grade level groups. 

The hypothesis was rejected that 'the re Is no significant 
difference in the reading achievement of mc^ile and non- 
mobile students of the same grade level, the^aame socio- 
economic level, approximately equal mental al^lilles, and 
equivalent levels of self-concept when 9 of the 2l categories 
tested proved to be significant. ^ 

'the second hypothesis wall accepted biat there is no sig- 
nificant difference In the self-concept level of mobile and non- 
mobile students with approximately equal mental abilities, 
the mme socio-economic levels, and 'the sanjie grnde level 
when no signtf leant differences were found between the mobile 
and non^moblle means in any category. 

The evidence furnished by the statistical analysis of the 
data provided the b:isi» for the followmg conclusions: 
(1) A greater number of significant differences In the nipans 
of total reading achievement of mobile and non-mobile students 
occurred within the above average and average self-concept 
groups at alL grade levels; (2) The differences favored the 
mobile students In five out of nine cases; (3) There were no 
Significai\t differences In self-concept mean scores bi ajiy 
category; (4) There appears to be lltUe relationship between 
self-concept and reading when students are grouped ajid ani- 
lyzed by ability level. 

It*mty be concluded from this study and Uie review lof re- 
lated literature that the causes of deficiencies in academic 
achievement are numerous and varied. Among the causes are: 
(1) ideational factors such as lack of readiness, poor teaching 
hiethods, Inappropriate or inadequate mateVials; (2) the lack 
of encouragement from the home and distracting envlron- 
ment»l conditions; (3) physical factors, visual, auditory, and ^ 
motor problems or the lack ctf innate mental ability; apd (4) ex- 
cessiTe mobility resulting In changes of schools. 

D#ficitncies in academic achievement of students may.be 
the result of any one of these causes or combinations of them; 
' hcmmr^r, mobility alone^ does nofappear always to be respon-^ ^ 
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rt for. academic deficiencies or low self-concept. 



A SR'DY ol- nil. in r.AH()\siur in i\m j \ in xniNf, 

( OMPKI III \Sll)\ \M) Msl A! (KIAIIVIIV ()l I K, Mill 
(.RADK Sll DIMS Ordn No 8(M)7VU 

BiSMor. Samuii I pwahi). ThI) Untvn \iry of \f issoun C o/u/mA/Vj. 1979 
l?Spp Su|>cnisor IV I^iriy Kanmci 

Furpo\r llir ina)()i f>iiip(AC of oAk s[U{\) v-.is lO dclcrnnnc ifa 
sigmftc.inl jcl.ihonship rxisicd liciwccn ihc (out « ores tlic loaonce leus 
of Creative Ihinkin^^ I i^'ur.il I oim A (TIC HO UrtMuy. I l('xit)ili!y, 
Oiiginahty and l Uboiaiionj/nnd ihc Graphic Smnlaiity, Conipichcnsion, 
(\)mpichcn(iiiig and KcicMing stoics of ihc RniJin^ Afiu ue Invenfory 
(RMf) I "he siudv also grnciatrd data ol icathn^' comprehension thai 
showed rcadintf paiierns of sludenLs ai diHereni le\cls of cieanxiiy ITiis 
sludy prcsenied a design dial examined relnnonslnps between rcadmg 
comprehension ami visual i leanvity by comparing specific niCiisuiablc irailS 
of reading conipielicnsion wiih spec ilic nieasoiable uaus (i( cie-aiivily 

Procedures ITie subjceis were /? laiidomly so Ice led eiuhih giadc 
Sludcnls ho were gixeii h^lh ihc IK / and ihe R\f I 1 our li>p()(hcsrt 
v\crc composed lo lesi ihe iclatioifships usmg the stoics of eiea(j\ jiy as ihc 
indepcndctii \atiablcs and ihc icadmg scores as ihe dependent variables 
Multiple regiession analysis using ihe four independent \ enables in a 
simultaneous model "^^s used toiesi die hypoiheses 

Fmdtngs Rcsulis uidic^^ied ihat iheic weic no sigmHc^ni lelaiionships 
between any of ihe four RMl scores and ihe Imear conibinaiion of ihe four 
scores of cieaii\ iiy As an mdnidual \aiiable, f-lexibUitv ^•'i^ found lobt 
negatively coi related lo ihe (^'onipiehending reading score ai the OS level of 
significance hnplications drawn from examples of iiidi\idunl lesi profiles 
^ggesi lhai Sjniilniihes in appioaclics lO icachmgaa and leaching reading 
should be explored furiher 



IHE RKl-ATIONSniPS AMONG CONCKPlTJAL TEMPO, 
PIACETIAN lEVWh OF COGNinVE DKVEl/)PMKNX AND 
FIRST GRADE READING ACHIEVEMENT Order No. 80061M 
BOOKOUT, Rltih Frnice Dyson. Pii D The Florida State Unixersify, 1979 
168pp. Major Professor: l^wrcnccF Hafncr, Ed D 

In the present study, Ihc relationships among conceptual icmpo, 
Piageban level of cognitive development, and firsl grade reading 
achievcn^cnt were examined An iovcstigaiion was also conducted to 
determine which technique for organization of the data for analysis, 
categonration or use of a continuum, was most efficient. 

The subjects for the study were the 52 students enrolled in the twoHrst 
grade classes at the Developmental Research School at the Florida Sute 
University /Fallahassce. Florida. The sample included 25 males and 27 
females 

The data were collected in two testing sessions in the spring of 1979. The 
subjects were tested individually using the Kansas Reflccbon Impulsivity 
Scile/or Preschoolers. Form A (KRlSP). a measure of conceptual tempo, 
and the Concept ASessmcnt Kit -Conservation, Form A» a measure of 
Piagetian level of cognitive development The Vocabulary and Reading 
subtests of the Stanford Achicvcmcnt Tcst-Primary Level I. Form A (SAT) 
were administered as the ipeasure of reading achievement 

Data analysis procedures included calculation of biviriate correlations. 
95% confidence injcnpds for the bivariatc correlations, and multivariate 
•Qrrelalions for each of the correlations among error and latency scores oft 
the KRrSiP, scores on the Concept Assessment Kit -Conservauon, and the 
five subtests of the SAT for (a) total sample, (b) male subjects, and 
(c) female subjects, both for data retained in the original continuous form, 
.and for categorized data. Error and latency scores on thi KRISP wre used to 
create an impulsive/reflective subsamplc. upon which each of these data 
analysis procedures was also employed Standard errors of estimate and ' 
proportion of variability shared in common were dclcnnined foi^ each of the 
bivariate and multivariate correlations. 

The results of the data analysis procedures suggested the following 
m^or conclusions: (1) LitUc relationship was indicatcd-ainong the 
' independent variablcs^of conceptual tempo and Piagetian level of cogrlitlve 
deveIopment»and the dcpend<jnt variables of word reading, comprehension, 
word study skills, and total reading achievement at the firsl grade level 
(2) Little relationship was indicated between conceptual tempo and 
Piagciian level of cognitive development (3) Little relationship was 
indicated between conceptual tempo and, vocabulary, while a signifitanf 
relationship was found between Piagetian lc^'el of cognitive development 
and vocabulary. (4) Some differences were noted between the relationships 
for male and female sulyccts. A highcur relationship between vocabulary and 
consen'ation for the males than for the femafcs in this sample was'noted, A 
^igher relationship between latency and word reading for females than for. 



inilMt in Ihis sanipic was nolcd (5) The two lcchniqii« for dau analysis. 
caicionMiion and use of a ( onlinuum. were rom ludfd U) bf about, equally 
efflacot ^ 

These conclusion!* were discussed and icconiniendalions for fuilher 
resetrch were presented 



JiN INVESlKiAllON INIO IHF. REKAT10NSHIF BtTWWlN 
CONCEPTUAL ITIMPO AND RFjM)IN(; C OMPREHENSION 

Order No. 8013067 
BitOWHl. WlUiAM John. Ph D TTie l/nivrrsir)' of Connecticut. 1980, 
158pp . 

The purpose of this study was lo determine if a relationship exists 
between Kagan\dKagan. Rosinan. l>ay. Alben A Phillips. 1964) conceptual 
tempo constujct, is conceived and operalionalized in the Salkind and 
Wright (1977) integrated model of conceptual tempo, and three measures of 
reading comprehension A concurrent aim of the study was validation of 
methodolojpcaJ improvements including the Salkind and Wnght model that 
htd been incorporated into the study Concqwual tempo was measured by 
the Matchinz Familiar Figures 20 (MFT20) (Cairrjs A Camniock 1978) 
MFF20 impulsivity and efficiency scores were oblamed from formulae 
derived by Salkind and Wright (1978) MF'F20raw latency and error scores 
wer? used with Kagan s original conceptual tempo methods to compa/e 
results ftom the Salkind and Wright model with those obtained using 
Kigtn's original conceptualization and operational definitions which result 
in four conceptual tempo groups: Impulsive, Reflective. Fast/af curate, and 
Slow/inaccurate Measures used as indicators of reading comprehension 
included the reading subtest scores from the Metropolitan Achtevemenr 
Ttsts, the Basic Reading Inventory {]oh{\s. 1978) post-passage questions, and 
the Reodint Miscue Inventory {y, Goodman & Burke. 1972) 
comprAending score 

The study was conducted in the sprang of 1979 A total sample of ninety- 
five third and fifth grade students, obtained by stratified random samphng 
techniques was used in the investigation The sample was uken from the 
entire third and fifth grade population of a small (pop 20.000) suburban 
town in southwestern Connecticut. Possible confounding variables for 
which control was sought included intelligence, sex. and age 

The data collected were analysed using partial conclaUon and step-wise 
multiple regression techniques Analysis of variance and covariance 
techniques were used with Kagan's four conceptual tempo groups to assess 
dlfTerences in mean scores among groups. 

The conclusions drawn from the statistical analyses of the data at the p < 
'.05 level of significance in terms of the two miyor questions of the study 
were: (1) There is no significant/elationship between the Salkind and 
Wright vtriablc impulsivity and the three measures of reading 
comprehension (2) There is no significant relationship between th^ Sa1k\nd 
and Wright variable efficiency and the three measures of reading 
comprehension. 

Kagan's original conceptual tempo error variable proved to be 
significtndy related to the Metropolitan Achievement Test reading subtest 
scores. The Salkind laind Wright variables impulsivity and efficiency 
performed as predicted by the integrated model theory. 

While the Salkind and Wright conceptual tempo variables did not prove 
to be significantly related to reading comprehension for this sample, they 
performed well in operationalizin^ the conceptual tempo construct and 
should be considered in future conceptual tempo research. 



T>IE RELAI IONSIIIP lU lAVl EN EAREY IDENnEK ATION OF 

pimiNiiAE I eaumm; proiieems dsim; the maryiand 

SYSIEMAIK 11 Adll R Ol^l KVAIION INSIHUMI NT AND 
LATER RFA1>IN(; AnilEVEMENl IN EIJ MENTARY SC HOOL 

Order No. 80O67S4 

CooPFJt. diAFiiA. Ph I) Universiiy oj Maryland, 19?9 UOj>p 
Supervisor: I)i C\n(ii Se^feldt 

The purpose of this research was to deicnnine whether a kindergarten 
screening device for the idenuficauon of potential learning problems based 
on structured teachei' observation could provide predictive data about 
whether these student*; woi«ave learning problems as indicated by their 
reading achievement lay Jjneniai^y school "Hie structured teacher 
observation insinmient usHwihis study was the Maryland SystemaOc 
Teacher Observation Insicumeni (MS lOI) This rating scale assessed 
kindcrganen students in the area of cogniuoU. sensory perception, 
psychomotor afTeci/inotivation and language 

The study sought to find out to what extent there was a correlation 
between the kindergarten MSI 01 results and reading achievement as 
measured by the California Achievement Test (C^T) administered at the 
beginning of second grade Additionally, a comparison was made of the 
reading achievement of^hose designated as having potcnUal learning 
problems (high risk) with those who had not been so designated (low n$k) ^ 

From the 9 000 second graders of the Baltimore City Public Schools, 221 
students who had on file 1976 MSTOI results and 1978 California 
Achievement Test reading scores were randomly selected 

Correlauons of the MS 1 01 results and the CAT reading scores revealed 
the following: (1) The Pearson s Produa Moment correlations for each pair 
of the MSTOI sub scores were all significant at the .001 level All 
correlations were above 59; the highest .correlation was .8E The wb-$core$ 
of the MSTOI were highly correlated and therefore not distincV (2) A *• 
muldpk regr^ion analysis considenng the relationship between the CAT 
reading scores and the MSTOI sub-scores considered jointly indicated a low 
• positive relationship with 7? of .40 The computed T of 10 23 was significant 
at the .05 level, indicaiing^at the obtained R differed significantly from 
zero. (3) The Sensory-Perocption sub-score contributed most to the 
prediaive efficacy of the MSTOI: th^ AfTcct/Motivation sub-score 
contributed the least (4) The simple f obtained by th^ coriclation of the 
Sensory-Perception sub score with the CATYeading scores (.39) explained 
about the same amount of variance as did the multiple R (.40) for the 
combined sub-scores. (5) The combinauon of age. sex, and program 
designation with the MSTOI 5ub-sc6rcs as predictor variables produced a 
low positive correlation with R of .41. The computed Fof 7.70 wai 
signifiduit at the 05 level, itidicatinj that the obtained R differed 
significantly from rcro ' " 

The investigator concluded that the MSTOI scores acquired In, 
kindergarten provided predictive dau about the reading achicvemeift at the 
beginning of second grade to a minimum degree due to the low valve of the 
conelaiions Knowledge of age. sex. and program'designation only flightly 
affected the predittiv^e efficacy of the MSTOL The i)[ivestigator found a 
significant relationship between the kindergarten MSTOI scores and late 
reading achievement but suggested improvements to th^ instrument lo 
strengthen its reading predictive validity. 
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FAMOCLV INTERACTION AND READING AOWEVEMENT EN 
HIGH SCHOOL MALES Order No, S007665 

DorjWn. Leonard Gajiy, Ph. D, Ho/strq^ Uniyersiry, 1919. 87pp. 

This study explored the relafionship between selected family interaction 
variables and reading achievement It was l]ypothcsized that a boy's attitude 
toward his father, his degree of independence and the amount of parenHson 
anger would jointly explain a significant portion of the variance in reading 
achievement with each of these actors having a significant partial 
correlation with that variable Ninety-three self^clecied male high school 
studenU were given the Siat\ford High School Biding Te^/ (1964) end theae 
scores were correlated with scores on the Attitude Toward Father, 
Independence, and Parent-child Friction scales of the Elias Family Opinion 



Survfy A multiple regression ftjitlysis was used u\ex&nune itie daUL l^hc 
refuhi indica\f d ihai ihc regressron of reading achievcmeiu on aiiiiude 
toward father, independence and parent son anjjcr was significant %\ the p < 
.01 level Ilic was 2^ Only the partial c onclation of reading 
achievement with independence was significant < 01) When a forward 
flepwise inclusion mcUiod of entering the independent variables in iht, 
retression equation was used, independence (first step) and parent-son 
anger (second step) both contributed sighifwantJy to the explained vanance 
at their respective iteps U is theorized ihat paicnt son angei may have 
fVjnctioned as a suppressor vaiiablt 



EFFECTS OF I ASK ITPK, rMU.SKNTA I ION MODF, AND 
INTERFKRKNC E ( ONDII ION ON Uth RE ADING 
COMFRF.HKNSION OF FOrHl ll GRADKRS Order No. 8010974 
HunLBurr Davm) W , \^{ D Fordham Unnrrsny, 1980 274pp Mentor: 
Lillian C R Resiaino 

Current information prcKcssing Iheones of reading assert that a reader 
will titSixn a long lasting understanding of what is read when components of 
text arc maintained long enough in short- term memor>' for a framework of 
nfieuiing to be established One critical difference in ilie comprehension of 
good and poor readers may be the greater efficiency of g(X)d readers in 
overcoming mierferencc to short term memory while integrating 
components of meaning into larger units. 

The purpose of this investigation was to dctcnnine whelhcf differences 
existed between short-tenm memory functioning of good and pQor readers 
The differences were dctcrmij^ed by testing the effects of interference, 
chunking, and amounts of text upon the performance levels and reaction 
timesoTthe readers. 

Fourth graders with appropriate basic word recognition skills for reading 
fourth'grade level material wcr^ included in the study. Forty subjects 
^coring in the upper quartilc of a reading comprehension test were 
categorized as good readers aod forty scoring in the lower quartile of the 
same measure were categorized as poor readers. 

The investigation wa5 conduacd in two experiments In Fapcnmcnt I. 
the free recall of isolated words, five high imagery words and five low- 
imagery words were flashed one word at a lime. In Experiment 11. single 
imperatives and sets of three imperatives were flashed word-byword or 
chunked in sentence part5. Subjects demonstrated comprehension through a 
mocor or a verbal response as directed by the imperatives In both 
experiments, subjects were randomly assigned to an interference or non- 
interference condition. Interference was defined as flashes conHiining five 
numerals; noninterference was defined as blank flashes. 

The results indicated that: (1) the performance levels and reaction 
times of good readers were significantly better than those of poor reader^; 
(2) performance levels and reaaion limes for non chujiked materials were 
signiflcantly better than for chunked materials: (3) performance levels and 
reaction times for single sentences were significantly belter than for three 
sentences; (4) performance levels were not significantly different as a 
Ainction of interference condition; and (5) thp mptor responses of subjects 
without yiterference were significantly faster than those of subjects with 
interference. Furthermore, examination of (he performance behaviors of 
subjects indicated that good readers were mbre accurate than poor readen 
(^) when more words were chunked in^e flA^hes and (b) ^vhen more 
sentences were presented 

The investigator concluded from these findings that: (1) good readers 
made a m^re efTicttnt use of chunks presented than did poor readers; 
(2) good readers/iade a more efficient use of proce^ng time when larger 
amounts of text vwc presented; and (3) across all conditions, the reaction 
tfanet of good readelvwere significantly faster than those of poor readen. In 
addition, it was concluded that across reading levels, interference effects in 
reaction time were evident when more iten)s of infomiation and less 
procming time were provided ^ \ 

The findings and conclusions of this investigation ^pf^fhed the 
IbUowing recommendations for improving reading instruction: (1) poor 
retdtfV need help in organizing text and holding what they organize while 
procming it fUrther; (.2) instructional>matenal$ sh6uld be structured to 
encourage and to facilitate text organization; (3) young readers should be 
Aowa how to use such aids when provided th^m; and (4) instruction 
provMtd should include mininul interference. ^ 
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dlUDUFN lO IJU IK SYNU( l»( MAH KIIV AM) SCK l(> 
trONOMK SIAI IJS ^>^<»<'f No 801307^ 

Johnson. MOKHMin SaI'ndi hs. Pii I) rhr(^nnrr\t{yofConnrnicu(, 
1980 I29pp 

Fuq>osr llns study cxploirs ihr hypothesis thai jnierrrlalionships exist 
among reading (omprehcnsion. svntac t>c maiuruy in oral cxprfcssion and 
soao-economic background, coupled wnh the exogenous variables of sex. 
age and intelligence Ilie major hypothesis is s\jppoited by three sub- 
hypotheses In the fust two. the differences among mr^n scores of roa ding 
tomprehension and syntactic m^iuriiy are examined among soao-cconomic 
subgroups, adjusting for sex. age and intelligence Itt the third sub- 
hypothesis, the study assesses the relationship between reading 
^ comprehension and syntactic niaivrity. partialing out the innuenccs of sex. 
age and intelligence 

rroctdvrci Oral language samples were recorded on audiotape of ninety 
"eight yeir old" third grade students in an urban community in 
COhh^cucui After transcnbing these, the samples were parsed into T-umls 
* to determine syntactic maturity ind a count taken of toul words and total T- 
units The mean words per T unit for each subject was then a-vsernblcd with 
data for; reading comprehension ukcn from the Gates- MacGmitie Reodint 
Tan intelligence from the Lorge-Thomdikc In(e!li%tncc Tcsn socio- 
economic status detcnmincd by the Hollmgshcad and Rcdiich Index ^ 
Socia!.Fosi(ion\ sex. and age 

Analysis of the data was performed by a series of programs. (1) In 
examining the differences in mean scores of reading achievement and words 
per T-unit, analysis of co-vanance programs were computed, acj^usting for 
jcx. age and intelligence These programs were supported by one-way 
analysis of variance and Tukcy a posicnori ranges tests (2) In a»e$sing the 
relationship of reading comprehension to words per T-unit, a partial 
correlation program was computed, partialing out the influencef of aex, age " 
and intelligence (3) The major hypothesis was explored in thre* way*: 
(a) Examination of the matrix table of zero order correlations of all 
variables, (b) Computing a partial correlation of reading comprchenikw 
with the interaction of words per T-unit and socio-economic status, 
partialing dot sex. age and intelligence (c) Coj^puting a multiple regression 
ye^uation, entering all independent vafiables in a combination of 
' hierarchical and step-wise indusion Vjchniques. 

Scatterplots were generated, a seri«t>C function transfonmationi was 
employed /or analysis of curvilincarity an^ a variety of univariate 
frequencies were charted to describe the population. 

Conclusions All null hypotheses were rejected. The data sugg«t: 

(1) There arc significant difrcrcnces among means of reading 
comprehension and words per T-unit for socio-economic subgroup! 

(2) There is a significant relationship between reading comprehension and 
words per T-unit, partialing out the influences of sex, age and intelligence. ' 

(3) There are significant interrelationships among reading comprehenilon, 
words per T-unit and socio-economic status. (4) The dau suggest, too, that, 
while significant, the relationship between reading comprehension and 
words per T-ynit is not a strong relationship. Words per T unit dots not 
explain enough of the variance in reading scores to be used as the tone - 
independent variable in a simple regression equation of prediction of 
reading comprehension scores. ■ 



THE EfFFXT OF MOBILITY ON RKADING ACHIKVENIENT 
AMONG FIFTH-GRADE PUPILS IN CLARK COLM Y, NEVADA 
^ Order No. S005903 

LANDMAN. Jerome B/JiRY. Ph D Purdue Universify, 1919. 143pp- M^or , 
Professor: NorbcrtJ. Nelson 

This study was conc<inied with the relationship of changing schools to 
reading achievement among fifth-grade pupils in the greater. Las Vegas area, 
part of the Qark County School District, Nevada The community in which 
the itudy was conduacd is not only one of the largest school districts in iht 
United Slates both in terms of area and enrollment, but U is also one of the 
fastest growing areas in the country experiencing an cxccp\ionally high f»ie 
of pupil .mobility. « 



A review of ihc luriaUJrc indicaicd a lark of consensus on Oic'subjcciof 
the cflfccis of mobiliiy on achievement The hlcraiuie ideniifird nnnirrous 
Mhcr vaiiahlcs whicli mav^aflfcri ihr iclaiionship of mobiiuy wuli 
ftOhtevemeni, and ii also suggested ihai Uic divcrsuy of fuulmgs niay be 
rctnled loUic umquc chaiacichsiics of diffcicni commuiuiics and ihcii 
populalions 

The xtmplc for ihis sludy consisted of 1 189 ftflh ginders Hie study 
exajnincd the relaiionship of achicvcineni and mobihiy. siKioctonomic 
sutus, IQ. famil)' siabilily! paiental mihlary status, paicntal ganung 
cniploymcnl. sex. and racial ethnic idcnlibcatjon It also exanunal the 
fcltlionships among these vanablcs and iheir cflccts on the relationship of 
rgK>bUity and achievement Multiple regression, decomposition of (he 
coniribulions of the independent vartablcs to achievement into the total, 
unique, and common eoninbuoon of each vanable; and panial correlamon 
were employed m analysis of the data. 

High achievement was associated with high IQ. high SF S, and stable 
Amily life Jx>w achievement was associated with high mobility, racial- 
elhntc minopies. and gaming employed parents High mobility was 
assodaled with military parents Lx)w mobility was associated with high 
achieveifieftt, high fanuly slabiUiy. high IQ. and high socioeconomic sutus 
When oihfcr independent variables were controlled, however, only IQ and 
jocioecoW9mic status ^erc found lobe both significantly and meaningfully 
related w achievement The eflTca of mobility, which was minimal to begin 
with, sefmcd to be explained primarily by the inter correlation of mobility 
with oljfcr vanablcs rather than due to a unique contribution of mobihiy 

► concluded that in the Clark County School Disinct, mobility wai 
not n)fcaningfully related to the readfhg achievcmeni^Pfiflh-gradc students 



Additiofially. I' to«tM \v(M(» visril to (I<*(<m nunr tin* ii(m*(1(*(1 lovel 
of significance ioi Uw pUMlu toiH tn 1m' hI^^iiIIu ant SiuMlocor'a 
Tabic of fV\t ;m(i wan wucd t(» deter m iric the nee(l<'<l levol of 
slgnlllcanco iiAioiiK the pali^ of.pi oiiu toi 

The rcHiillH Indicated that the group of piodh torH. at the 
Qiost» aecountod for 4 per c(»nt of the ViU laiuo In <r It lea I read- 
ing (asauniptton rucognlllon) ajul that tho null liypolhod<^H were 
not r«Jocl<»d. Of Iho piedlcttJrs, tlic hirK^st was reading 
achievement. 

U\ summary, it appears tliat tluno ato various ways to look 
at groupo of gifted students. When -the* entire group of gifted 
tudente is viewed as homogeneous, of the viredlctoi a employed 
this study. readUig achieve mont besi predicts ♦he variance 
on bidlvldual differences on assumption recognUlon, Intel- 
lectual ability, sex, and cognitive style appear to minimally 
contribute to the variance on Individual differences on assump- 
tion recc)giiltlon. When gifted students are grouped on tlie 
basis of achievement level, cognitive style type, or level o£ 
Intellectual ability, serendlpltal data yleld^»d trends worthy of 
further Investigation owing to iyi)^ two error posfllbllltlos. 

Not oiilyls It appropriate to Investigate other aspects of 
<5rlttcal reading than assumption recognltlori.ybut It Is also 
germane to look carefully for the other 96 pelt cent worth of 
predictors to better help to predict variance ciwassumptlon 
recognition. Such predictors appear not to be the traditional 
ones Q|t>talned from student records nor ones that may be easily 
acquired. Observational studios of students who are success- 
ful In assumption recognition represent one way by wlilch to 
generate hyi^otheses which may account for the rest of the 
variation. 



AN INVESTIGATION OF THE REIJVTIONSHIP BETWEEN 
A CRITICAL READING SKILL AND SELECTED PREDIC- 
TORS FOR GIFTED, 6TH GRADE MIDDLE SCHOOLERS 

Order No, 7925746 

.LEDERER, J^unes Brian, Ed.D. University of Maryland, 1979. 
148pp. Supervisor: Dr. Saul Rogolsky 

I The purpose of this study was^o examine the relationship 
Mtween performance on a specific critical reading task, the 
rMognitlon of assumptions, and a set of five Individual differ- 
ence predictors of such performance with students drawn 
from ap9pulatlon of gifted, slxfh^rade middle schoolers. 

The i^rdblem of this study was twofold: (1) to see If there 
im a, relationship between performance on a specific critical 
reading task, the recognltloi^^aasumptlons, and tfio sot of / 
predicting variables of cognitive style, iex, reading achieve- 
ment, nonverbal Intellechial ability and verbal Intellectvial 
ability with students drav^ from a population of gifted, sixth 
grade middle schooiexJaf (2) to see if there Is a relationship 
amoi^ the pairs of predicting variables of cognitive style, 
MM, reading achievement, nonverbal Intellectual ability, and 
v#rbid intellectual ability with students drawn from a popula- 
tion of gifted, sixth grade middle schoolers. 

The students were selected by using State and Local Identi- 
ficaticn proc^ures from a public school systpm in suburban 
Ifarylmnd.) The populatiion is drawn frcnnn middle Income fam- " 
IllM. There were seventy-four students in the sample studied. 
The WatBon-Glaser Test for Critical^hlnklng Subtest for 
Recognition of Assumptions was used to measure critical 
r«mding performance in the area of (issumption recognition. 
Studmt records were used to determine the sex of each stu- 
dent. The Group Embeddied Figures Test was used to assess 
ocfnUive style. The Iowa Tests for Basic Skills were used 
to obtain reading achievement grade level equivalent scores. 
The Copiltivd AbUity Test was used to obtain nonverbal and 
jT^rbld intellectual ability scores. 

The multiple regression formula was used to deterniine 
the optimal^predictors from the selected group of predictors 
for the specific aspect of critical reading under investigation. 



SEX ROIJE IDENTITY AKD READING AOIIEVEMENT IN 
ELE^iE^1^ ARY SCHOOL CI IIEDREN Order No, 8005589 

LowERY. Iloius GRJev. Ed D Univcrsiry of Houston, 1979. 144pp. 

The purpose of ihis study was to examine the relaiionship of sex role 
identity and reading achievement for males and females in grade levels 2, 3, 
and 4 and ihe effect of set and grade level on ihis relationship. 

The sclf-dcscnptivc version of ihe Sex Stereotype Measure J I (SSMII) | 
and ihftReadmg subtest of ihe Metropolitan Achievement Test wcrt 
adminisiered to 161 subjects. 

TheSSMll was factor analyzed to detcmiir>e construct \alidiiy and 
Factor 2 was designated a feminmc factor for the purpose of this study. 

Pearson Product MomenlCorrelauonS were determined for the 
femininity factor and reading achievement for each sex at' each grade level 
Correlation coefficients were uansformed to Fisher's Zy scores and 
confidence intervals were constructed to determine if the correlation 
coefncient was sigrxificanlJy different from zero. The patterns of the 
confidence internals determine if there were differences m the relationship 
due to sex and grade levels. jfc 

Tbe results of the analysis wcrcnThere was no significant conre laiion . 
between sex role identity and reading achievement for males and femaks in 
grades 2, 3, and 4. There was no significant effect of sex or grade level for 
the correlation between sex role identity and reacting achievement 

Related findings indicated tha^ males in*lhe sample for this study were 
not inferior in reading achievement to the females at each grade level A 
genera) tendency for all subjects to describe themselves with feminine 
stereotypes mor« often than ^^-ilh masculine stereotypes was noted Neither 
boys nor girls employed sex stereotypes in their self descriptions to as |reat 
a de|rce as v^-as available to them. 
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AN LWKMUAIION Ol I I I I AM) UK. 11! HKMlsni! Kl 
PRO( KSSl\(. SIM (IM l/\ HON AM) IIIK IMIMKMIONS I OK 
TUt SAl / MAILRAIIONA! I A(; MODF!. 01 SIMC II K 
RF.AI)IN(; DISAIUn iY . Order No 8010604 

Lynch. Or NMS ioMN.Pn [) Umvcruty of Ge6ri:ui,\')1') 1 1 ^pp Hucclor 
Alan S Kaijfin.iii 

ft Unirn.im)«il mnfor lilsks dmiarH^mg ciUum left hcnuspluMc svti i cssivc or 
right hciinsphcrc simulUncous pr(KcSMng were tJscd lo aNscvs ihc i\cgtcc of 
Spccialualion of hctiusphcics in 80 younger, gr^drs 1 and 3. and older. 
|r>dcs S and 6. ni>mial and dis.d>lcd readers 

Usinga maiuriinonal ^ag lonccption of specific reading divdnhty. U was 
hypolhC'>i/ed ihai disabled readers would show levs lef\ and nghi 
hemisphere spei lali/alion and. wnsequcnlly, poorer peiR)inianies on 
moior. pertepiual. memory, and com eptual usks iJ^nf'were age a|>pi,opnaic 
and fhai pnnianly demanded si)etiali7Cd successive and sirnulianeous 
mbdcs of piiKcssing lhan iheir conliols TTie dcvclopnienlal hypoihcsci of 
this invcsngauon M(H)d m a)nirasi lo diose of the Sai/ maiuraiional lag 
model ofspct ific reading disJhihly which mamiams lhai prcvressmg dcftnis 
m Ihis disabled population are resUicled lo age appro[>iiale lef\ hemisphere 
conirollcd pnx esses 

FindingMndu:aie<l successive and sinuillaneous proc evsing weaknesses 
on agrappropiwle cogmiuc usks (percepiual, nierjiory. and coruepiual) for 
boih vounKCr and oldei'd»s;ibled readerN However, since manual laterality 
measures failed lo dislinguish ihc nornial and disabled,! eade\s. iJie 
invcsUgaiioii was unable lo provide suppon for ihe hypoihesiUj^iai manual 
laieraluy nicasuics provide a valid means of <isscssing ihe degree of 
hcmispheie spet lah/ahon 



PHONFIK RIXODING AM) VKHHAL RKHFARSAl. v 
STR.ArK;US IN SIX OND (,RAl)h RKADING DISAHLKl) 
QIILDRKN Order No. 8005055 ^ 

McClurl. Susan Young, hi I) The Untvenih' of North Carolina at 
Chapel Htii 1919 136pp Supcr^'lSor; Jajnes D McKinney 

The purpose of ihc picseni sludv wasio mvesogaic difTcrencos m ihc 
abihiy of good and poor voung icaders lo use a phoneiic code m short-iemi 
memoo' and lo employ verbal rehearsal lechmques m a rccognmon laslc 
Twoscparaie expcnmcnus were conducicd In Hxpenmeni 1. iivas 
h ypolhesized ihai good readers would u.sc a phoneiic code in memory lo a 
grcaier exiem lhan poor readers Ilius. good readers would be more 
penaliied lhan poor readers by ihe phoneiic simdanry of rhyming iiems \ 
Rjnher u was predicied ihai good readers would sponianeously rehearse 
Ihc lo-bi? remembered iiefns more lhan poor readers w^en provided wiih an 

""^^e ?IpV™cnu design was a 2 (Reading Group) x 2 (Visual/Audiiory) 
X 2 (Rhvming/Nonrhvming) facional wiih repealed measures on ihe second 
and ihifd faciors Subjects were 25 disabled readers and 25 normal rcad<flrs 
in the second grade Following a word ideniificaiion preiesi. subjecii were 
presented wiih visual And auduory word recognition inals in which the 
stimuli were rhyminc and nonrhyming seis of familiar words F^ch lesi 
' wordsci was presented for a four-second exposure, followed by a pause, and 
then a four-second exposure of a recognition wordsei Subjects were to state 
whether the iwo pairs of wordseii were ihe^same or different Recogmuon 
was tested under two expenmental condiuons: immediately af\er 
nreseniaoon and after a 15-sccond delay Dunng the delay condioon. 
sponuncous verbal rehearsal (Ijp movement) was moniiored in both readmg 
groups Analyses of vanance on enor scores revealed thai: (1) the word 
recogniiion performance of good readers was supenor to that of poor 
readers for both audiiorv and visual trials. (2) the iwo reading groups were 
not difTerenoally affe^e'd by rhyming wordsets for either channel a\ 
presentation, and (3) good readers were observed to engage in more 
rehearsal aciiviiv th^in poor readers dunng the delay interna) 



I xpcnnicni ? v^as dcMf^wu-d as a irjininj: si\ul\ lo tlVicniiinc wlielher 
irisUVK lion in ol ;ni o\ci\ k h( ai-.al \ u t>iild l,u ihl.iie ihe vv{>rd 

re(Og»nooti m<Mm»i\ (»l p(»i»i ic.uh is ( kkuV^^.imiI p<mh n .ith is m I xperiineni 
1 weie randomh assipied lo Vnlu'i an e\|»eiirneMial yn^up (suaiegy 
naming) or < onirol j;t(Mip ( no sii.ilev*\ irainm^O Sul>|ei Is were piesenied 
wiih ^ i^ual v^ Old KM (i[:runon iruils oiuiei a dehneil (ondmon Slimuhis 
wordseis were \[\v same as ihose used in I vjm nrnrnl I Kesulls revealed ihal 
leading disat>lcd children v^ho vv(^ie Uiut'hl ii> irlieaise Uie wordsels oulloud 
did n(M'>eoer ifuin poot ir.nU-i ( (Mih i>ls (»j> ihc v\oid lei opnlion lask 
Anahsisol laped rehearsal proioiuls ol die r \[M*nnu*nial ^'roups mdii^aied 
qualiiaiiNC and t|uaiiliian\c diflerences in llic rehearsal sules ol ihe ivvo 
leading grouj>s I\>(>i readers vrrbali/ed ihe wortlsels less often and less 
accuraieh ihan ^kxhI readers 

Ihe rcsulis ol holh I xperunenls 1 and ) were inierpreied as a challenge 
lo ihe h>poihesis ihai pr)od and poor readers (Idler rn ihen abihlv lo use a 
phonetic code lo facihiaie shon leim memory In addinon. ii wi$ trgued 
thai the data provided evidence of a verbal rehears! deficit m young 
reading disabled children 



DENTITION AS A TRFDKTOR OF KKADINT^SS, RFADIXG 
RtADIXFXS. AM) RFADING ACMIFVKMKNT IN 
KiNmRGARTKN. FIRS! GRADK AM) StXOM) GR.\UE BOVS 

Order No. 8007-486 

McFarl^nt>. Martiia Ann. ht D The tloruia State 
105pp Major Professor: Dr Billy M Guicc 

The purpose of this siudy was lo research the hypoihcsis that boys with 
more advanced tooth eruption would show higher levels of performance on 
The Metropolitan Readiness Test lhan boys with fewer second teeth or np 
second teeth 

Th< siydy consisted of 37 boys enrolled in kindergarten, first and second 
grade ar the Flonda State University DcvelopmentaJ Research School 
Instruments Jsed in the study were: The Metropolitan Readiness Test, The 
Sfetropolitan Reading Battery, The Test of Basic Experiences - General 
Concepts Test9J\6 the Goodenough- Harris Drawing Test An oral 
examinaoon. panorex and front of-tlie-mouth xmys were also utilized in 
the study. 

The t test for a difference beiwc<in independent means was used to tc$t 
for a significarit difference in group means at the .05 alpha level. Due to the 
difference in sample size, a harmonic mean (n') was computed'in order lo 
determine power. * / 

Five hypoihescS\were tested and one was rejected. The results of 
hypotheses one and two indicated inat the use of second tooth erupdon.af a 
predictive measure for readiness does not seem to be of value for boyi at the 
kindergarten level^The dau flso indicated that ntore advanced second tooth 
eruptidn is not a usefVil measure of prediction foircading achievement and 
grade placement (Hq3, H^4) for first and second |rjidc boys. 

An analysis of the data for Yi^S indicated ihai\econd looih eruption was 
of value as a predictor of mental age scores for kindergancn. first and 
second grade Tooth eruption apparently has no value as a predrclor of 
teacher recommendation for promotion {11^6). The sixth hypothesis was 
analyzed using percentage. 



THE EFFIX I S OF l US OF C ONTROL AND INI RINSIC 
MOnVAlION ON THE READFNG AIHLITY^OF ( U|LI)RtN 

Ordcr'No,«00325« 
Margol. Jerry Marvin. Ph D California Sch^l of Professional 
Psychology, Los Angeles. ]919. 91pp Chairperson: Daniel Golden 

The ovWrall objective of this study was lo invcsiigaic whether children 
with a reading disability feel inicrnally responsible for their succa^ses'ar\(l 
failures in situations of academic achitvemcnt Another objective w*as to 
assess the extent \o which R<iading Disabled c^ildren. as comn^ed lo . 
Normal Readers, are iniripsically moiivaicd towards acadcmi(7ichievemenl 
tasks An invesugaiion inio the correlation bciV«^ acccpOng responsibiltly 



ERLC 



for the outcome of one's performance and degree ofHijtrinsic motivatJon 
asulso conducicd / ' ^ 



A pn>poscd picrctiiii^ilf ihc prcsrru c of wiinnsu nu)li\aiu>n m 
ac«drniu iunicvciiu-m siui.inons ^ n fi rJuij.- on the j^.ui o\ Itu iluUl ihnl he 
IS m OOnirol of or Iccis rcycuisiblc lur Ins uici rssr s aiul/oi frtUuics A child 
whoifulfillsUiis rucrniuiMlc ^^^^fd^^)I:^y j?ic<nlci pci^isuiuc in m hir\rmeni 
$llu»Uons On ihc (UJicr hand a rPnld who feels lhai Ihr ouli oinr of his. 
pcrfonmancc 1^ left lo fair. luck, oi sonu onc olhcr ilun hmistif will avoid* 
or more or less brronic pasM\ch mvcilvcd in siiuanons of luadcnnc 
achcivcmenl 

The h>poihcscs in ihis siuJ> \^cic icsucd by means of indcpcndcm one- 
tailed i-ica*; ind analysis of covanancc 

The overall results found ihai Normal Flcaders accepted lesponsibihiy 
Jor iheir suaesscs loa signific^niiv greater degree than did Disabled 
Readers 0? < 01) No significant diftererjce was found between tlie two 
groups on iheir v^ilhngness to accept failure Also supporied was tiie 
correlaiion between reading ability, accepting responsibility foi Okie's 
successes, and level of ininnsic motivation (p < ,01) 

Although Ihc subjects were limited lo Caucasion males, aged 7 1 1 to 9 4. 
prescnUy m ihe third grade, speculations as to the generali/abihty of the 
results were presented Sonic of the broader nnphcauons of the stv/dy were 
(discussed, and recommendauons for further research explored 

The results of this study suggest that within the remediation process of 
rcadmg disabilities one should include both the mechanics of reading, as 
well as emphasis on the motivational system of the child The degree of 
motivauon appears to be dependent upon feehng responsible for or in 
control of one s successes Also, locus of control and intrinsic nuitivation 
appear to be interrelated to one s self esteem 



CONTRIBUTIONS OF NON-VERBAL COGNtriVE ABILIJTBBS 
TO THE READING PROFICIENCY OF ELEMENTARY 
J5CHOOL CHILDREN 

RICE. Desmond Victor, Ed.D. University of Southern Califor- 
nta, 1*979. Chairperson: Professor Gmyco Ransom 

Purpose . The purpose of this study was to compare high 
And low levels of reading proflctoney with the developniont of, 
B«l«ct«d non-verbal reasoning as msasurod by aspects of mu- 
sical perception and vlsuo-spatlal reasoning. 

Procedure . The procedure was accomplished in the follow- 
ing fly€ steps: (1) Selection of a standardized reading lost, and 
th# determination of two measurej^ble areas of non-verbal bMUs 
which appear to be predominantly processed by the right haml- 
spbara. Appropriate tests were found to measure these areas; 
(2:f^$slsctlon of six schools from which to draw the sample pop- 
ulaUon. One schoobwas to be used as a pilot study purely to 
tsst admin Wti^atlon procedures. Readings tests wore admlnls- . 
tsrad in each dthe schools; from which the sample population 
In ths appr9prlale grade levels and meeting the percentils Hml- 
Utlons was drawn; (3) Administration of the tests In th^five 
schools over a 2-week period; {4) Scorjng of the noi\-verbal 
msasures and the UbVilatloh of all data for the entire group 
tsstsd wAs accomplished; (5) The data wei^e analyzed primarily 
using the Pearson product-moment correlatlonb, and the polnt- 
blssrlal correlation coefficients. T-valueirt6r these were de- 
termined to test for significance at or above the M level. 

findings . (1) Moderate to w^k relationships with correla- 
tion coefficients of about .6 or less exlsl between reading per- 
formance and the visuo-spatial reasoning and the music ability 
of children at the lower elementary school level: (2). Rather 
strong relationships, with correlation coefficients of about .7 
existed between reading performance arid the pitch and timbre \ 
reeognitlpn of upper elementary school children. Weaker cor- 
relations between reading and tonal memory a^d spatial rela- 
tionship measures were found; (3) Significant differences were 
found between the non-verbal performance of the high reading 
aehleYlng and low reading acAevlng elementary scfiool children 
M a whole; (4) When results of the lower elementary grades 
w#re eeparated from those of th^ upper elementary^ grades. ^ 
tlieVf was found to be no significant difference between the 
male« and females of either group, on the non~verbarmeasur^s. 
Howerer^ there was a significant difference ^)etw^en l;he males 



and the fcinuUu* on ihv roaiJlng moasuro; (5) rij«r<< was a |K)S- 
slhle fftVoi InK pi ()«-*iNHlnK InfornuH U>n HuoukIi vlnuo-SfWtlal, 
non-veit>ul ( hjnuioU by a lurnt» poi font oi thiiuc with low read- 
ing achlevoniont . (0) The HtudoittH wUli hlglily Uovoloi>ed reading 
sMlls did not aIho havo as hlglily (iov<;lopod spatial reasoning 
and tlmbre/pllcli/tonat memory £iH|Hu tH of u^uhIc ability 

C^dujulons ami lmj^'>'?*J5*'L? Solortod eoncluj^lons are: 
(I) More attontlun iHu^dH to bn glvun In the elementiiry school 
to the early devolopmenl of certain muole and vlsuci-apatlal 
skills; (2) At lower elementary levels, non-verbal reasoning 
processes are not keeping up with high reading df»volopment. 
Yet the Bpatlal/musle skills in a large percentage of cases of 
low reading performers sur|>ass their reading ability; (3) bCw 
correlations for the low reading achievers with non-verbal 
measures Indicates that there was great diversity, demonstrat- 
ing that some Iwd developed the non-vertnl avenues of reason^ 
Ing to a very hlRh oxtont. (4) I.carnlnK *i*n Im^ farllllaled, If^ 
teaehere w<;ro lo (lovlse ways to fHclllt;\to th<^ nuiltlpio process- 
ing systomH occurring In the hunmii brain. 

Reco nunondatlons, (1) More roBt»arcli Is noodcd In relation 
to colturai Influences affecting loft /right l\emlsphorle processes' 
and reading acquisition, (2) Other non-verbal skills sliould be 
analysed for their effect on elementary school reading; 
(3) Teacher-oducatlon courses should provide a greater aware- 
ness to the multiplicity of options available for fostering more 
efficient learning;^ 4) Study should be given to the effect of 
early nftustc and vl^uo-spatlaL education and the Improvement 
of reading performance; (5) *udy the effect of audio-visual ap- 
proaches to Bible rondlng and Uo Impact on reading Improve- 
ment. * 



THE RELATIONSHIP BElWilN SKLFX TFi) COGNITIVE 
VARlABUii AND RFGINNLNG RtADLNG AC lilEVfJVjENt 

Or1tfrNo.801l9M 
ROBBCK. Caroi ?\kk, Pji D Texas A^M Unj\'crstry^W9. 261p[< 
Cbtirman: Dr Kobcn E Shutcs 

Using t single mcfisurc of reading achievement at the end of fini grade, 
prior studies have inveiligated the relationship between one or two 
cognitive v^hables a(^d success with beginning reading The purpose of this 
study was to: (J^) inq(>rporaic four caiegorics of cognitive variables in order 
to investigate ih#|5)ossibiliiy of an optimal inicnclaiionship among the 
variables which rfiaximizc their predictive power for successful beginning 
reading achievement; (2) determine if the cognitive variables associated 
with 'reading achievement at the end of first grade would also be associated 
with achievement at the end of second and third grade; (3) dclcrnlinc if the 
same set of cognitive variables arc associated uiih different measures of 
reading. 

Cognitive variables found^n the hieraiure ^d investigated in thb Study 
are: (1) performance in tasks of classification including class^inclusion, 
.multiple dassificaiion, conscrvau6n of weight, conservation of liquid, and 
seriation as found in Piagcl's cognitive development theory; (2) cognitive 
style (field independence-dependence) as Vncasurcd by the Children's 
Embedded Figures Test; <3) Children's understanding of reading-related 
concepts (linguistic concepts of "letter-sound" [phoneme], "word," and 
sentence," and written word boundaries: and (4) factors of the Wcchsler 
Intelhgencc Scale for Children - Revised, verbal comprehension, perceptual 
(»rgtnization,and freedom from distiacbbility. 

Three aspects of beginniV>g (cading achievement wefe examined 
providing ihrce-crilerion variables: (l)'oral comprehension; (2) silent 
comprehension: and (3) word recognition. Ap individual reading inventory, 
The Pupil Placement Test, was used to measure the criterion variables. 

Complete deu were obtained and subsequently analyzed from 101 
subjects randomly selected Irom all first, second, and third grade students - 
jMirolled in thMocal school disiria Each grade was analyzed separately 
Anglyses used to examine the interrelationships between the prediaor 
variables and their relationship with the criterion variables were: (I) simple 
oorrelatioaMo determine the relationship between pairs of variables; 

(2) panitl correlations to examine the effect of verbal and perfonnarK:e IQ 
on eadi of the correlations between predictor and cnierion variablei; 

(3) corrmionality analysis to find the unique contribution provided by etch , 



of the prcdinor var^ablc^ lo ihc vanant^ of rac h of ihr mlrnon variables, 
and (4) niuUipIc Mcpwisc rcgicvsion lo a^rcruin whuh id of picdu lor 
v-ahablr!. aitountcd foi ihc girairsl atnoiml of rxpiaincd vatjuntr lor each 
of Ihc crilcnon vanablcs 

Thf sludy r«uUs piovidcd suppon for ihr iinponaiu c of ihc picdiaor 
variables invcMi gal cd for successful ftr^i grade reading arhicvcmeni bui less 
so for ihiid and secx)nd grades lespedively ITie expUuied vanarue for cich 
of the auermn variables, oral a)inprehenMon. sdcnl conipicheiiMon. and 
word r<?togniiion ai each grade level was 776. 7?6. 765; sei-o"d grtde • 
.367. 419. 575. ihird grade 605. 617. 453 llie unpofunoc of the 
variables was no* clcair for two reasons (I) liiUe of the explanied vananoe 
could be ailnbuted to any single variable (j^cicepiuaJ organization, 
oontributed the greatest amount of explained variance. 10 percent, to oral 
oomprehension at grade two), and (2) what little explained variance could 
b« ttuibuied to a single predictor varuble changed with each t>T>e of 
readiog measure used.apd with each grade 

The conclusions are: (1) imporuince of cognitive variables changes with 
the stage of development in reading. (?) concur rent predicuve value of 
cognitive \anahle\ changes v^iih the upe of icaduig measure used; 
(3) pe/fom^ance of students on cnlcnon measures may be as dependent on 
ihe reading approach u^d as it is on a command of cognitive variables 
Recommendauons to furtlier understanding of llie importance of cognitive 
variables in future investigations axe; (I) accxnint for the reading approach 
used; (2) provide aitenon measures which mirror the instruction provided: 
(3) account for the subject s reading developmental stage 



SYNTACnC l)KVKU)l>MFKl L\ NORNUkS AND DYSll.XlCS: 
AN EMIMRJU AL EXAMINATION OF lAVO iHFORFllCAL 
EXPLANATIONS OF DYSITJOA Order No. 8013899 

Rorr. Marsha L . Fx) p Horwjrd Untvcrsiry^ 1980 ?31pp. 

A review of the research ii^lhe field of dyslexia shows that there is 
consensus that children with specific reading disorders have a pnmary 
disability in comprehending and using language There is. however. liiUe 
understood about the developmental Qourse of this disorder Two theories 
cxisl in the literature that attempt to explaip llic fundajnenUl nature of 
spedflc reading disorders. (1) the developmenul lag hypothesis and (2) the 
neurological deficit hypothesis Proponents of the laglfypothcsis suggest 
thai dyslexics may progress through the same stages of development as 
normals but at a slower rate The proponents of the deficit hypothesis 
contend that dyslexics not only lag behind normals but that dyslexics nruy 
demonstrate an atypical or idiosyncratic course of development it has been 
iUtiesied thai wilhiti the dyslexic population both a lag group and an 
idiosyncratic group may exist. This research examines the synuclic 
development in normal and disabled readers to determine if patterns 
between ^ntactic structures emerge within the dyslexic sample that will 
support ihc ex isience of a lag and/or a d^ftQjj[roup 

Twcnty cighl poor readers and 26 grade-matched normals in grades two 
through five were selected according to a set of predetermined criteria. 
Measures assessing specific syntactic structures and related language 
processes were administered to both samples Syntax measures included an 
abbreviated form of the Canow Test for the Audittfry Comprehension 
Languaft^d two cxperimeniaJ tests for the imiution and comprehcmion 
of later acquired syntactic structures. Mcmoo' tests (the ITFA Digit Span 
subtest and the Detroit Test qf Learning Aptitude ^xibie^ for.recall of 
Ufki^lated words) and vocabularly measures (the Feabod}' Picture 
Vvcabytafy Test and the 0\<\field Wingfield Naming Test) were given. life 
Shsson OralRtQ(png, the Gray Oral Reading and the Durrell Silent Reading 
Tasfj provided individual measures of the reading ability of ;he dyslexic , 
group. 

Dyskxics imitated and comprehended fewer complex structures. 
Etrformance by the normal sample on the imitation and comprehension 
t«sks were analyzed to determine patterns of synuctic development 
Patterns for the dyslexic sample were compared to those of ihe normals to 
dat«rmine if dyslexics perform like normals but at a slower rate or ihcy 
demonsttate atypical or idiosyncratfc patterns of acquisition for these 
stnictuftl Correlation coefficients were calculated to det^jmine if a 
ftlatioiuhip exists between the dyslexics* performance op The Test for the 
Auditory Comprehension of Language and their synuctic patterns and if a 
nilttion^ip exists between the severity of the reading problem and 
performance on the syntax last Furthermora the coniiibuiion of memory 
and vocabulary to the syntax scores for both samples were determined. 



Trom an yunhsis (>f \\u' daia Ji wits possible lo lU'irnninc that two groups 
of chiliiTcn \uiti \\H'{ ifu rc;i(l»ng liivahihiics exist viUtim ihis v.imple The 
per f()irn;jiu (■ i>f (Hie ^'ii>iip w.is siimlai u> iioirnals while ihc other ftrouOjjMtt^. 
more idios\ nnatK oi variable lliese findings Mippon both the lag and tSt ^ 
deficit hypoihescs and funhcr confimi findings in the researcii that^ifpAc 
reading disnhiliiies is not a uintan syndrome but a rnultidetermined 
syndrome In addition, llie scores on the memory tests couinbuic differently 
to the perfomiAnce of dyslcMCS au<\ noimals on the comprehension and 
imitation \e\\s 



AN INVESrtGA IION OF m^ADtNG COKRFlJVTICS AMONG 
GROUPS OF ADOI.KSC KNT REAUKIIS Order No. 7928356 

3ASKI, Janiotf Walt«i , IMi.l). The IJntvorfiUy of Tojcrs at Austin. 
1979. 131pr>. .Sui>ervluor-. .1 VVhuUnholt 

Ten jwjjarato. factoi-8 reported as coi rotates of reading were 
Identified through a review of the literature In the fields of edu- 
cation, reading, and psyeholo^cy. The 10 Identified correlates 
of reading represented academic, Intellectual, llnjfulstlc, per- 
ceptual, and affective factors related to reading. In this atudy, 
90 eighth grade students were assessed on these 10 correlates 
using a three group doslgn: atudento on or above grade level 
in reading, students 1-3 youA'S l>elow grade level, and students 
^^Pfe ttuin 3 years below grade level. Statistical analyses re*: 
veaied several ejgnlfleant differences in the predictive power 
and rank ordering of the reading correlates, as defined in the 
literature and as determined by this study, Pearson correla- 
tion coefficients showed-the predictive power of the 10 corre- 
latea of reading to t>e similar, but more statistically signV^lcant, 
than thoae same correlates reviewed in recent literature. AU 
academic, intellectual, and linguistic variables wore statletl- 
cally significant, while perceptual and affective variables were 
nonsignificant. Differences were also found Vn the rank order- 
ing of the reading correlates amOng the three groups of adol#l|i*- 
cent readers, with no consistent rank order of correlates 
the three adolescent reading groups. Differences were also 
found in the mean performance levels of the throe reading 
groups on measures of the 10 reading correlates. A series of 
one-way analyses of variance and one-way analyses of coT*rl- 
ance (with intelligence as the single covarlant) demonstrated 
differences between groups of adolescent readers, Fin^Uir, 
multiple regression and disoriminant function analyses proce- 
dures determined written expression and several additional 
academic and llnguislic factors to bo tho best predlctom of 
general reading ability among adolescents. Further research 
is ne<Kled to delineate specflflc relationships between reading 
correlates and general reading ability with adolescents. 



V 



THE RELATIONSHIP BKlAVKKN FIAGKI IAN CONSKRVaTION 
AND RtADlXG SKILL DKVLLOI\MKM IN FIRST. SFCOND 
AND THIRD GRADK BOVS ^ Order No, 8011041 

ShaIIP. Earlfikh LouiSH. Ph D fJnited States International University, 
1979. 98pp Chairperson: I^bert Baker 

The Problem The study sought to clarify the relationship between 
conserv4tion attainment and reading skill devclopmcnQ(||^trst. second and 
third gradlc boys The intent specifically was lo investigalc whether a 
relationship existed between attainment of the concrete operationa^fttsge of 
development, as defined by Piaget» and reading skill development;- to 
determine whether there was an increasing relationship between 
conservation and readiog achievement through the early concrete 
operational stage of development, and lo define which Piagetian | 
conservation assessment tasks provided the most power in predtctinf 
reading achievement. 

^ ■ 
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Mtfhod RrL second ndtl U^ird grndc boys wcic assigned to delayed. 

. avemgt and aci eiruilcd lending groups based upon iheir saues on the Wide 
Raiigc Adnevcnicnl I esl and Ihnf level plii»cnuM\l in the M( Milhm 
Reading Pfogiam Sw Piageiian cons6[\aiioa tji<;ks. numbci. siibuance, - 
continuous quantity. \wc»ghu volume I and volume ?. were adminisured 

* ThcGoldsthniid and U^nllcr ratings of 0. 1 and? were used Cnurni for 
admlaistrauon and scoring were based upon Goidvciinnd and Benilcr s 
Con(;€p( A^sn%n\eni Ktf Consrrvadon Volume 1 and vommc 2 were , 
' • adapted from Iftirk's Ptn^rdan Affammcni Kit \o nicl Uic Goldschmid 
. administration and sconng standards Kendal lau conclaooiy used to 
dcleoninc relationship between reading group assignmeni an1! ratings Ofi 
con^rviiion l^aks Chi Squares wcio pioces^d \b deiemnnc whether the 
Increased deriiaods of reading m the pr^naiy glides required an 

>iicrcasingly higher le^el of conkrvationabihty rhscninmam analysis wai . " 
u«fd to select the (ask or tasks with the greatest prcdtcovc strength at each . 
Unde level " . 

Results At fiiM grade, all f>iagctian coniervattoii tasks had positive but 
very weak correlations with reading skill None reached the 05 level of . 
significance At second and thii^d grades, all Usks were sittnihcant^i the 05 
level and were moderately correlated with folding skill 0>i Square values ^ . 
did not reach sigi^icance on any lasK at first grade Jevel At.sec«nd grade. 
. Ugniftcant Chi Square values difTerentiaied the delayed from average ifid 

" accelerated readers on number, substance and coniihuous quantity Weight, 
in addition, separaiod the average from accelerated readers There we^f 
signiftcnat Chi SquJ^rc values beiween delayed and accelerated readers oft 
number, subyance. continuous quanuty and weight Both volume tasks 
differentiated betweeti the accelerated and delayed groups when the rating 
of 1 wasco^tbmcd with I At third grade, there were sigmficani Chi Square 
V values between delayed and average readers on number, substance. 
^ ^nlir^uous quaninv and weight. Both volume lasks were su^jndic^m when 
combining ratings of 1 and 2 /11 lasks reached significance l^eiween Oie 
delayed and accelerated readers Only volume l.and 2 difTcrcnuaied avenge 
and accelerated readers and only when conibniing raimgs of Oan^ Atfirsi 
grade no lask was selected by ihediscnmmani analysis as haMn^picdicuye 
power At second grade continuous quantity separated with 47 percent 
accuracy delayed readers from the average or better At third grade, number 
and substance were selected as the most powerftjl lAsks. accurately 
separating the delayed group fVom aN erage and better readers with »0 
percent accuracy Results sujigcsl there was no fundamental relaiionsnip 
between ability to conserve and reading achievement at firsi grade level; 
however causal relationship appeared to exisi as children matured As 
grade leV^lincrcased, greater conservation stability developed and a higher 
tevel of difficulty was required for reading achievement Ry third grade, the 
magnitude of difference inability to conserve between dela>ed and average 
or better readers was greater than at sfcond grade. 



THE EFFECTS OF SELECT UTERAL DO>aNANCE PATTERNS 
^ UPON READING ACHlEVEAiENT AND MOTOR PERFORMANCE 
^ Order No. 8000016 

^muNG. Charles LloyD,«Ed D East Texas State University. 1979 
18lRp. Adviser: Dorothy I ngrkai ^ 

^Furpote of the Study. The investigation was undertaken in ari attempt to 
detennine whether or not lateral dominance patterns affea reading 
ajhievemcnt and motor performance. A second purpose of the study w|> to 

' iovffftigate the rel4iipnship between reading achievement and mOtor 
perfomunce scores within selected lateral dominance patterns. A final 
purpoitofthestudy was to determine the reliability of the select^ test 

Wms for hand and eye dominance. 

/Vwtrfi/rr Six hundred thirty-four third-grade stude^^ 
Richardson Independent School District. Richartfeon. Texts, served as 
subitcts for the investigation. <* 

Bve tests to determine eye dominance and ftvc tests lo determme hand 
dominance were adminisierW tw9 times to each subject A performance of 
mtn or more responses out of ten Uials with the*same hand or eye 
ctonllled the subject as being dominant in that hand or eye. Subjects who 
lUled 10 use the same hand or eye seven out of ten responses were classified 
ai ambi-eyed or ambi-handed and wf re r^ected (Vom the study. Based on 
the mponses to the dominance testing, subjects wer<i tlasslfied as right- 
/ handy ri|hl-eye; right-hand. !eft-eye; leR-hand. left-eye; arid left-hand, 
fIghVeye, 



For Ihe issewmem of reading achjevenicni. ihe i otnprehfnuve Tests of 
Basic Sktll\. 1 rveM. I onn S. wav sclcded (or use and adnnnisieied to all 
subjccu I he \ou\\ Male m ofc. whu h was ihc ( onibincd sUndaid vcore of 
the ferty iiem leading V(xabulaiy lesi and the forty five item readmf 
cotttprehenMOn lesi, was selected lo represent leadmg achievement 

To^assess motor. perforTnaoce. tlie hrumtnky Os^rftsky lest of Motor 
Pfqficiency, ^hort I'omi. was adininisteird Ihe sUndard score for dach 
subjea On the fourteen iiem tesi wai used lo reprcscni ilie moior 
performtnce of ibe subjcci^ 

Findings Analysis of vanance lesLs ap^>hcd among ihe data 
demortitraicd thai there was no sigrnficarit difTerence in motor performance 
or reading achievcrneru amoog the'foui lateral donnnincc patterns. 
Pearson's produci momeni correlation lesii de/iionslraied that within the 
Vrght-hand left eye dorninanqe pauern, motor per formanoe and reading 
ichievemeni were significantly related 

Cqnrtuuons After statistical analyses, the following conclusion! were 
esublished (1) iJijeral dorrftnance patterns J^avc nO significant effect upon 
:motor profinency (2) I ateral dominance patterns have no significant emwi 
upon readin^achifveincnt (3) Ilie sigmficani coirelation between reading 
iChievem^ni %ndAnotor performance tends to substantiate th# need for 
more perceptual Ifloioi acuvmes and other learning expcnences that teach 
and reinforce specific academic objectives through movement (4>^Two 
trials by each subject on the fire test ii^s for hand and eye dominaf\oe are 
fuffldcnt for gaming a reliable domfhance response (5) The reliability of , 
responses to the shot tube test for hand dominance >vill diminish as the 
numticroftnals increases beyond two tnals (6) l^he reliability of responiw 
to the card-hole and card-ring tests for eye dominance will diminish a$ the 
number of inals increases beyond two trials. (7) llie hammer and uisson 
lestt were the most reliable measures of handedness (8) The kaleidofcope 
and manopioscope test>for eye d6minance were the most reliable mealurtt 
of eyedness (9) The thread a-bead lest'for hand dominance is mora reliable 
if the ^d isafftxed to a stand, thus requinng the involvement of only one 
hand (10) Measurements of handedness, as a whole, are more reliable than 
tests of eyedness. \ • 



SELF CONC KPI IHKORY: A CORRFI ATIONAL STUDY OF 
ACADEMIC SKI.F CONCKI'T, INTKl ^FniiAL ACHIKVEMRV! 
RESPONSIIUIJIY. SCXIAI. COGMMON, AM) RKADlNC 
AailEVKMKVl FOB A SAMPLK OF UpPtR F.LFAtKNTARY 
SCHOOL CUfl.DRKN • ^ 

Taylor. Louisi- KA-nn't:i->^. Pit D Univentcy of Southern California, 1980 
Chairman: Professor William B Michael 

Frcblem Formulated wtihin a conceptual framework for self-concept 
based on Snygg and Combs' theories, three major purposes of this 
investigation were to deienninc for a total sample of 105 elementary school 
children in a small, middle class school district (a) interrelationships among 
a standardized test of reading achievement (RLKi) and a measure of each of 
four affecuvc constructs: academic self concept (ASQ. intellectual 
• achievement responsibility (lAR) reflecting locus of control, sckrial cognition 
($COGX and the interaction of lAR and SCOG (INTR). (b) degree of 
relationship between the RDG measure and optimally weighted composites 
of chronological age (AGF) as a control variable and all four affective 
measure or of AG H dnd specific subsets of these measures, and (c) extent 
of association of the ASC measure with a composite of AG F and either the 
remaining three affective variables or subsets of them Information provided 
could offer important guidance for developing educational programs in 
affective domains ' * ' 

' Kfeosurfs To represent RDG. the 1973 Comprehensive Tests of Basic 
Skills (Fonn S. Fevel 2) Total Reading Score was employed To portray 
ASC. scores on five scales of Michael and Smith's 1976 Dimensions of Self* 
Concept test were summed The Intellectual Achievement Responsibility 
scale released in 1965 by CrSmdall and co-workers measured lAR. Scores on 
individually administered district-made subtests reflecting Guilford*! 
sUructureH)fMntel!ect (SOl) factors CBU'(Cognition of Behavioral Units). 
CBC (Cognition of Behavioral Classes). CBR (Cognition of Behavioral 
Relations! and CBS (Cognition of Behavioral Systems ) were totalled to 
yield the SCOG measure Finally, the contrived tNTR variable was 
constructed through computer generation. 
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Sfiadsrual pnxcJuT6\ Besides cakulaimii of bolb 7cr(p)rilcr prinJirtl- 
moment Ctvicl.iUon civfficiciits and (iiM ordci (panml) conclanon 
OCMsfflcients to coiU^ol for age. stepwise multiple icgtession aiinh s< s ^verc 
amiplclcd iiu hiding thost* of double i loss vahrrnlioii with laiutonil^ chtv^en 
hAlvts(5Ubiajnp!cs) of ihe loUl ^dnlI)l^ 

Ft/utlngs The itajor statistical outcomes were as follows (1) Zero order 
correltUon cooflicieob of ilie RlXj test with tfic ASC. !AK. SCOG. and 
INTFR ifrcasurcs weic. JO. 32/ 6?. and S8. respccUvcIy (all /> < ,(X)1). 
concspondingiy. partial cx)iielatK)n cocrfuicnts (AC»I bemg c<MiiroMrd) 
wctrt 31 (/)C 001). 2^Cp< OS). 50 (p< 001), and A7{p< (X)l) . 
(2) Mulbpic coirclation ccKfTicients (/? s) between the Rl >G .measure and r 
optinsiil!y weighted composiles of ACiV. ASC. lAR. SCOG. and IN I R; of 
AGE tnd ASC; of AC;i-. S( OG. and ASC; and of AGH. ASC. 1 AR, and 
SCOG predictor variables were 717. 600. 705. and m I. re.spectivo4y - the 
717 vaJu€ being signincantly larger than any rcro order correla[ion 
coefficient (1) In double cross validation analysis with the ACiF-.'J^C. 
lAR.SCOG. and INfFR predictor ci^nposilc. /?'sof 678 and 6S9 for initial 
aibsimples did not differ significantly ffooi those of 764 and 6S4 for 
follow up sijbsaniples(il!/)< 001) (4) Nomignificniii /?'s bet>vfen ASC 
and predit'ior con^josucs of ACJF and SCOb: of AGT. lAR. and SCOG; 
tndofAOLIAK. SCOG. and irsTlR measures were 222. and 222, 
rcspcalvcly (all;>> OS) 

ConcluMOns The follov^^ng conclusions emerged from data analyses: 

(1) Validit) ofniuUipIc prediction of reading perfonnancc appears to b« 
eiihanced from use of social cognition and academic self concept measures 

(2) Prediction of standing on an academic self concept test docs uoi seem to 
be ftcHitated from use of measures of other affertivc cynsiructs studied ' 

(3) Embincal supj^ori for Snyggand Combs' theoretical framework as 
adapted and defined m this investigation is equivcKal 

Recommendations Thes^ rccori\menda(ion.s are offered: ^ 

(1) Experimental investigations should be initiated to dctennine whether 
systematic educational effori.s to enhance academic self concept and social 
cognition skills arc associated with gains in acjidemic perfonnancc 

(2) Construct validation studies of the measures used are needed * 



Slalutual^iialysis of \\\^ dau included a fust oidei partial correlation 
a>rfr»cicni to establish tlie relationship between nuMal develophient and 
reading toiripichensiori \uih abilil> h(:ld c Ofislant FVar\(iii product moment 
conelalu^n ( (vrfVu icius \*.fic itru r iiiiiu-d to i\v\i i)t>e rchnuinsb.jis beween 
lev els of reading k ompichcnMon and general aradcnm ability, rfiid levels of ■ 
nioraJ development and j^.cricral aiadeniu ability Tearvor^ piodua moflicilt 
corK?^ation { (K-ffi( icnt.s \\Cfe also estalilislied in the deteiimnation of 
relationships between sex and levels of reading comprehension anti nK>n] 
d^elopriu-nt nests \\ ere performed to tes^ the Mgnificiuu e of all the 
rfsujiant v^oiielation ux'fTicierils 

Condnsions showed that a Mghifuant posune tor relation wai found 
between jneadole scent;*' levels of reading cOrnpreherision and thtir levels of * 
morjj development wilh general academic abtlil>Uicld constant. p< 05. 
Significant^po^itive (X)rielations were also fqund between levels Of reading 
cohiprehension and general ai^dernic ability, p < OS. and between levels of 
morid divelrtpmcnt and geueial academic abiliy^/2 ^ OS' A low positive 
cxinelauon was found tjetweeri sex and levels of reading tomprehensiOn 
which was not significant,/) i OS. but a significant positive correlation did 
result betvveen k'veis'of moral development and sex. p < 05 

The results of this study seem to indicate that some coniniun element 
apart fiom ecncral aiadcmic ability is opcialing when decisions axe bcmg 
nude subi^eQuerit to reading, and when judgjuents are made concerning 
moral issjies I^indmgs appear to indicjite that the defon^e of a responK 
through fn depth reasorung could \>t a factor in the relationship of reading 
comprehension and rnoiaJ reasoning 

The study mvohes some curiiculum implications whicli advixraie^the 
integration of a language arts and content area program with a moral 
developmental wmiponent, avsiiniing a relationship exists between levels of * 
moral reasoning and lc\els of reading comprehension Additional researdl 
IS needed in designing a practical moral stage a.sscssment tool IhAt teachers 
might utili/c subsequent to a brief training period Research is pecded to 
lest the effea of a reading program which incoijioratcs moml development 
In compaason to one which docs not stress decision making skills. * 
Experimentation with the presentation of reading material which correlates 
to an individual's moral reasoning stage and le\el of comprehension is 
advocated 



AN LWF.SI IGAIIO.N OF THE RKLA I JONSrilP HI HVULN 
PREADOIIM LNTS- IlAFl^ OK RKaDING ( OMPRKl IFASION 
AS DEFINTJ) BY BARHFI l S TAXONO.vn AND IMFiR 
EXISTING LEVFI>S OF MORAL l)E\T.LOFMFivrr AS DEFINED 
BY KOUI BtJ^C S.STAGF^ OF MORAL DEVEIX)PMENT 

Ordcr^No. 8010107 
VaUENTINO. Birm Anne M . Pii D The Pcnnsyhomo State Universify, 
1979 178pp Adviser: I -ester S ODlub 

Thb study evolved from an initial interest in the cognilivc:simiIaribe« 
observed throughout the hierarchical or^^anization of Thomas C Bairetl's 
Taxonomy of Reading Comprehension and the moral stages sequence of 
Lawrence Kohlber^ The cognitive-developmcnlal approach to moraJ 
development provi^^ed the theoretical bases for the investigation of the skills 
of reading comprehension and the reas^riiog processes necessary for making 
moral judghtrnls. A basic assumption of the cognitivt developmenial 
approach to moral maturity was utilized in the study. Once moral stages and 
level of reading compr^hcasion were assessed, prcscniatign of material one 
staf e higher than the existing stage might therefore cause conflict so that an 
individual would then advance to the n«(l suge. The use of literature lo 
enhance inoral development and simultaneously strengthen reading 
comprehension skills became the basic premise of the investigation. The 
Te«^ of Levels of Reading Comprehension was designed by the researcher 
to dctennine specific levels (Literal. Inferential, and Evaluative) of 
comprehension through a criterion-referenced format The Kohlberg Moral 
Judgment lnier\'icW was utilized as the assessment tool for designation of 
existing rDoral stages. To detemiine general academic ability, the Otis- 
Lennon Mental Abilhy Test was administered : 

The study hypothesized that a significant positive relationship would be 
found betv<^n levels 6f reading comprehension and stages of moral 
(Itvekpment with general academic ability held constant It was also 
prCftOt/tA Ihal^'a positive significant relationship would exist between general 
actdemk ability and levels of reading conjprenen^ion and betu'een general 
academic ability and Icvel^ of moral development In addition, this study 
hypothesized that females would fchieve higher levels oCmoral maturity , 
and reading comprehension than males. 



AJ^YSIS OF THE RELATIONSHIP BEI^EEN UPPER 
ElJMENTARY STUDENTS' SKILLS IN CLASSIFYING AND 
INFERRING AJNIl) THEIR AOIIEVEMENT IN READING 
COMPREHENSION ANT) VOCABULARY Order No. 8005M2 

Whitson. Bsttty Ann. Ed D. University of Houston. 1979. 113pp, 
Chairperson: Dr. Jacob W. Blankenship 

> Purpose. The purpose of this study was threefold. First the study was 
designed to ascertain whether there was a significant relationship between 
classifying and inferring skills and achievement in reading vocabutaiy and 
reading comprehension. Second, the investigator has determined if students 
from science magnet schools were significantly different from studenU in 
nonscience magnet schools oil the reading vocabulary and comprehension 
Variables Third, the investigator has determined whether studenu firom. 
science magnet schools were significantly diffc(cnt from nonscience nAgnet 
schools on the classifying and inferring variables. 

Prvcedures. Two hundred eleven students from fifth and suth grades in 
five elementary schools participated in the study. The schools were chosen 
from various areas of a large met ropoli lap -school system. Half the 
population were from schools Where science was a focus of the magnet 
program, and the other half were frrim magnet schools which had a 
nonscience focus. The science magnet sludentsYc^eived daily science 
instruction of an activity orientation from a science specftdist Non-sdence 
magnet students received one 40-minute lesson per week and materials were 
seldom ustd- ^ 

Findings. Classifying skills and reading vocabulary achievement were 
found lobe significantly related Classifying skills and reading 
comprehension achievement were found lo be significantly related. 
Inferring skills and reading vocabulary achievcmenl were found lo be 
significantly related. Inferring skills and reading comprehension 
achievement were found lo be significantly rcldled 
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Jh« «udf n« from ihc science magnci scliwls wrrc sjgniftcaiiiiy 
(UfFer«nt from ihc siudcnls m the nonscicncc magnet M^hooh ihc 
vodabutary vanablr. favoring srirncc siudcnts The siudcnis from ihc 
•cicncenugnci schools were signilicJiniJy (hdcrcni fiOjn ihc siudcnus m the 
noofciencc magnci schools on ihc reading comprchcnMon variable, favoring 
science Jtudenls The siudcnls from ihe science magnei schwils were 
Sif nlActntly diffcrcnl fiorti the siudcnls in ihc nonscicncc rnagncl schools 
on the inferring vanablc. favonng science The studcnls from ihe science 
mag net sch(X)ls were significanUy diricrcni from ihe siudcnLs m ihe 
nonscience magnci schools on ihc dassi/ying vanablc. favonng science 
Students 

Ci>nclu5ions Significani relaiiooships were foun<} bciween ciassifymg 
and inferring skills and achicvenieni in reading vocjibularl^ and si^nificanl 
relaliocuhips were found between classifying and infcrpngskiHs and 
achievement in reading comprehension. Si4dcnts from sticrtcc nfcgnci 
Khoob were found lo be significanlly diffcrini from students ut nonscicoce 
magDCt schools on\he reading vocabulary, reading comprehension, 
classifying skills, and infcrnng skills variables h was further concluded a 
miyor diflfercnce beiNvefcn the science population and nonscicncc population 
wfts Achieved because of student interaction wiih maicnal objects through 
•dence activities 

Ricommrndations The scicnce^agnct siudcnls m this sample had 
hifhcr scores in vocabulary and reading comprehension and received 
. fdence activities daily; therefore, it is recommended that sacnce aclivilics 
be included daily ... 

The science magnci students participated in hands on. saence aciivmcs 
and were benefitted in reading achievement; therefore, it is recommended 
. that teachers be required lo teacli hands-on. acuviiy onenicd sacnce^ 

Research recommendations arc; additictnal siudies should be undertaken 
to dcleminc the benefit science process skills have in oihcr arcds of the 
curriculum such as language ajfts. writing and social sludics Also. addiuofiaJ 
studies with the process skills of measuring, space/iimc. and obsc^^'mg need 
10 be undertaken to deicnminc their relative value to areas of basic skills 



between the aj/c (groups can be inferred lo ouui n/orderlv increments Pooi 
readers appeal lomaJHc gains beiwecii 6 lo / and/ 19 9 vejiis. but resuhs 
plale-au bru^ rcn H U) ^ nrul 10 U> II \Cm)]\ llir \fi\ij\ \ \ca\ piK>i jeaders 
scored below Ihe 6 lo / year average leaders ()r^''moM tests 
(4) (a) DiOcrerK es In perceptual inlonnaiiory^nedcd onlv a small group of 
poor readers (b) Uilcm v diflerenccs appealed more in older poor readers 
(c) Word (re(|iicnn afTecled the reaming o(yavrraj?r but not pool readers, 
who najnird ciraiually (d). All rliildien uvffd phonological aies more 
successfullv (e) No diflereiu es iiriacii k/owlcdj^e of words dinereniitted 
rea/jing groups (f) Poor rcadeiN wcie dj)4/ualu3ll> delu jenl 111 verbal 
fluenC> measures 



Jinphcanotw. I>kc chief fnidmgs 
rein^vjil relationship; (2) areai difle 
belwcert poor and average readers 
qualitative diflerences beiween re 
difre'Vehle?? between ages, findin 
educttional practice, and theory' 



two (1) a strong reading/word' 
res exist in ihe reineval processes 
ff<:ross secoonal results suggest 
g groups and dcvclopmenul 
\jfnponani for clinical evaluation, 
applied linguistics 



The battery is uniquely suited to tap the tacit linguistic knowledge of 
difficuli to assess groups and to illumine undetected problems in "noi-up* 
to-potential children I>ie phonological measure offers swift corroboration: 
Uic BNT embodies a range of operations 

Theoretical implications include a ncurolin^uisiic account of the reading 
process, support for a polycu'blogical view of reading disorders, and a multi- 
step dcscnpiion of the substructures of naming in children and aphasicf 



THE RELATIONSHIP OF DISORDFRS OF WORD FlVpIXG AM) 
READING IN CHILDRKN AND AIM I ASICS Qrdcr No. 7927957 " 
Woi>. MaRYanne. Ed D Hanxird Universify, 1979 294pp. 

^ in research wiih children with severe reading problems (Denckla. 1978). 
' in work with aphasics (Goodglass & Kaplan. 1972: Luria. 1970). and iq 
dinioU and classroom obscn-aOons (Bashir. 1978), researchers rcpon a 
fttquent. uneJtplained co-occurrence beiween anoinia( word- finding or 
naming dysfunction) and reading breakdown The dissertation invcstigate$ 
this phenomenon through two questionSy(l) In naming, how does the 
in.dividual find and retrieve words'' (2) Can knowledge of the word-rctricvi|^ 
processes inform our urvJersianding of reading and linguistic differences in \ 
children and aphasics? . ^ 

Part I of the dissertation describes the construction of a model of word- 
finding and reading based on rieurological. psycholinguistic. psychological, 
and reading research. This neurolinguistic mode) depicts a multi-component 
word'findmg process that suretches from attention and perception through 
texiciJ retrieval and Articulations and that intersects with reading. 

Pin II describes the research study that emerged from the model's 
hypotheses and asks three a pnori questidns knd various process questions: 
(1) What is the strength orihe,re[ationship between word-finding and 
reading? (2) Will a battery of measure^ designed to up various compoiients 
in the word-retrieval mode) difTerentiate reading performance and age of 
development? (3) If they occur, will differences between groups appear 
developmental (i.e.. similar growth s)ope, but one )agging). or distinctly 
different (thus supporting notions of neurological differences) (Denck)a« 
197S)? (4) What is the contribution to naming of (a) amotint of perceptual 
tafonnaiion? (b) rate of processing? (c) word frequency? (d) p^pe'of 
cueing? (e) tacit knowledge of the word? (0 Icvc) of verba) fluency? 

Mtihod A 45- to 60-minute banentofnaming and reading measure! 
wai idministen^d individually to 64 chi)dren (32 average and 32 poor 
rcadeif) in three age groups (6-7, 8 9. and 10-11 years). 

Atfju/fi (1) All naming measures correlated with all reading tests 
(p < .001), inore pbrely verbal measilln) e.g.. BNT). significant at 
p < JOOOOI. (2) a) Average readers were significantly different from poor 
iMders on every naming test (p < .001). except for the p^rceptuftl and 
R^.N. numbers tests (p < .01: both ty sts less "purely" verbal): (b) age 
groups were significantly different firom each pther (p < OOl) orf ev^ty 
ffteastlre. (3) For avera'ge rea((ers, differences in results (cross-sectiontl) 
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Copi,e8 of the diaaertationa may be obtained by addreaaiag 
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